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the forest before it is quite dark.   Will you come with us,
Maucler ?"
"My dear Hood," said Banks, before I had time to
answer, " you had better not leave the encampment The
weather looks threatening. Should the storm burst, you
would find some trouble in getting back to us. To-morrow
if we remain here, you can go."
" But to-morrow it will be daylight again," replied Hood.
" The dark hours are what I want for adventure!"
** I know that, Hood, but the night which is coming on is
very unpromising. Still, if you are resolved to go, do not
wander to any distance. In an hour, it will be very dark,
and you might have great difficulty in making your way
back to camp."
* Don't be uneasy, Banks; it is hardly seven o'clock, and
I will only ask the colonel for leave of absence till
ten,"
" Go, if you wish it, my dear Hood," said Sir Edward
" but pray attend to the advice Banks has given you."
"All right, colonel"
And the captain, with his followers Fox and Gotimi, all
well equipped for the chase, left the encampment, and
quickly disappeared behind the thick trees.
Fatigued by the heat of the day, I remained in camp.
Banks gave orders that the engine fires should not, as
they usuaily were, be completely extinguished. He wished